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II – SECURITY COUNCIL 

The Security Council’s membership in 2009 consisted of the five 

permanent members — China, France, Russia, the United Kingdom, and the 

United States — and 10 non-permanent members:  Austria, Burkina Faso, 

Costa Rica, Croatia, Japan, Libya, Mexico, Turkey, Uganda, and Vietnam.  

The following table summarizes the activity of the Security Council for the 

year and compares it with the previous 10 years. 

                               RESOLUTIONS     RESOLUTIONS              U.S.      PRESIDENTIAL 

YEAR          MEETINGS          CONSIDERED         ADOPTED              VETOES        STATEMENTS 

2009 194    49 48      0  35 

2008 243    66 65      0  48 

2007 202    57 56      0  50 

2006 273    89 87      2  59 

2005 235    71 71      0  67 

2004 216    62 59     2  48 

2003  208                   69                  67                    2                   30 

2002   238                   70                  68                     2                   42 

2001   192    54 52      2  39 

2000   167    52 50      0  41 

1999   124    67 65      0  34 

In 2009, the Security Council considered 49 resolutions and adopted 

48.  The only resolution that was not adopted concerned the renewal of the 

mandate for the UN Observer Mission in Georgia.  Russia vetoed that 

resolution, and China, Libya, Uganda, and Vietnam abstained.  The Security 

Council was again heavily engaged in efforts to resolve conflicts and to give 

direction to UN peacekeeping missions.  Much of the Council’s attention, as in 

recent previous years, was focused on Africa, the Middle East, and Iraq. 

RESOLUTIONS 

Substantive resolutions formally considered by the Security Council 

during the year are listed and described below.  They are organized 

alphabetically by topic, and, within each topic, by date.  Each listing provides 

the number of the resolution, date of the vote, voting results (Yes-No-Abstain), 

a brief summary, and a description of the U.S. position on the resolution.   

Full text of all the 2009 Security Council resolutions can be found at: 

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm.   

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm
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COUNTRY AND REGIONAL RESOLUTIONS 

AFGHANISTAN 

S/Res/l868  March 23         15(US)-0-0 

Decided to extend the mandate of the UN Assistance Mission in 

Afghanistan (UNAMA), as defined in Resolutions 1662 (2006), 1746 (2007), 

and 1806 (2008), until March 23, 2010; 

Decided further that UNAMA and the Special Representative of the 

Secretary-General, within their mandate and guided by the principle of 

reinforcing Afghan ownership and leadership, would continue to lead the 

international civilian efforts, in accordance with their priorities as laid out in 

Paragraph 4 of Resolution 1806 (2008). 

Full text of the resolution can be found at:  

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm  

Background and U.S. Position:  The United States greatly values 

UNAMA’s leadership role in coordinating international aid efforts and 

improving cooperation between civilian and military operations.  The United 

States strongly supported this resolution’s renewal of UNAMA’s mandate for 

a year, including UNAMA’s expanded role in supporting good governance 

and preparation for upcoming elections.  The resolution also exhorted all of 

the relevant actors in Afghanistan to fulfill their roles — particularly with 

UNAMA — to advance the goal of a stable and secure Afghanistan and to 

improve regional cooperation further. 

The United States also welcomed the General Assembly’s decision to 

provide the crucial resources UNAMA needs to fulfill its mandate by 

approving UNAMA’s 2009 budget of $168 million and giving it the authority 

to hire 437 new staff members and expand to four new offices. 

S/Res/1890  October 8         15(US)-0-0 

Decided to extend the authorization of the International Security 

Assistance Force (ISAF), as defined in Resolutions 1386 (2001) and 1510 

(2003), for a period of 12 months beyond October 13, 2009; authorized 

member states participating in ISAF to take all necessary measures to fulfill its 

mandate; 

Recognized the need to strengthen ISAF further to meet all its 

operational requirements, and called upon member states to contribute 

personnel, equipment and other resources to ISAF. 

Full text of the resolution can be found at:  

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm  

 

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm
http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm
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Background and U.S. Position:  This resolution extended the 

authorization for ISAF in Afghanistan until October 13, 2010.  ISAF was 

created and deployed to Kabul and surrounding areas pursuant to Resolution 

1386 (2001).  That initial resolution recognized and welcomed the United 

Kingdom’s offer to organize and lead ISAF, and called on UN member states 

to provide personnel, equipment, and resources for the operation.  ISAF had 

most recently been extended by Resolution 1833 (2008). 

Resolution 1890 expressed strong concern over increasing violence 

and criminality in the country, and stressed the importance of strengthening 

the Afghan security sector so that the rule of law could be established 

throughout the country.  It also encouraged ISAF and others to support 

expansion of the Afghan National Army and the Afghan National Police.  The 

United States strongly supported language in the resolution recognizing the 

renewed efforts of international forces to protect the population and avoid 

civilian casualties, in contrast to the insurgents’ deliberate targeting of 

civilians. 

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA 

S/Res/1869  March 25         15(US)-0-0 

Reaffirmed the importance it attached to the role of the High 

Representative in pursuing the implementation of the Peace Agreement and 

giving guidance to and coordinating the activities of the civilian organizations 

and agencies involved in assisting the parties to implement the Peace 

Agreement; reaffirmed also the final authority of the High Representative in 

theater regarding the interpretation of Annex 10 on civilian implementation of 

the Peace Agreement. 

Full text of the resolution can be found at:  

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm  

Background and U.S. Position:  The High Representative, under the 

Dayton Peace Agreement and subsequent Peace Implementation Council 

decisions, has the responsibility to oversee the full implementation of Dayton 

and to work to advance Bosnia and Herzegovina’s Euro-Atlantic integration.  

Valentin Inzko’s predecessor as High Representative, Miroslav Lajcak, was 

named Foreign Minister of Slovakia. 

 S/Res/1895  November 18         15(US)-0-0 

Noted the conclusions of European Union Foreign Ministers and 

Ministers of Defense at their joint meeting in May 2009, which welcomed the 

positive contribution of a multinational stabilization force (European Force — 

EUFOR) to the safe and secure environment in Bosnia and Herzegovina, and 

added that EUFOR continued to provide reassurance and remained ready to 

respond to possible security challenges throughout the country, as well as the 

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm
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conclusions of EU Foreign Ministers and Ministers of Defense at their joint 

meeting in November 2009; 

Recalled the letters between the EU and NATO sent to the Security 

Council in November 2004 on how those organizations would cooperate 

together in Bosnia and Herzegovina, in which both organizations recognized 

that the EUFOR would have the main peace stabilization role under the 

military aspects of the Peace Agreement. 

Full text of the resolution can be found at: 

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm  

Background and U.S. Position:  This resolution authorized the 

member states, acting through or in cooperation with the EU, to establish 

EUFOR for a further period of 12 months as a legal successor to the 

Stabilization Force (SFOR). 

The United States believed that EUFOR played a key role in 

contributing to a safe and secure environment, and that EUFOR should remain 

in its current executive mandate and configuration for the time being.  This 

was due to several ongoing concerns, including a sharp and dangerous increase 

in nationalist political rhetoric, a slackening of war crimes prosecutions and 

justice sector reform, and lack of support for the authority of the Office of the 

High Representative. 

The United States remained fully committed to supporting peace and 

stability in Bosnia-Herzegovina, supporting its greater integration into Euro-

Atlantic structures, and stood ready to assist the Bosnian people in these 

efforts. 

BURUNDI 

S/Res/1902  December 17         15(US)-0-0 

Decided to extend until December 31, 2010 the mandate of the UN 

Integrated Office in Burundi (BINUB), as set out in Resolutions 1719 (2006), 

and renewed in its Resolution 1791 (2007) and 1858 (2008); 

Encouraged the Government of Burundi and the rebel group 

Palipehutu–FNL to make every effort to achieve the implementation of the 

December 4, 2008 Agreements, calls on all parties to desist from any action 

that may foster the resumption of tensions and encourages them to resolve 

outstanding issues in the spirit of reconciliation and dialogue enshrined in the 

Burundian Constitution. 

Full text of the resolution can be found at: 

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm  

Background and U.S. Position:  This resolution renewed BINUB’s 

mandate until December 31, 2010.  Among other reasons, the United States 

supported it to further the goals of ongoing disarmament, demobilization, and 

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm
http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm
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reintegration efforts, plus holding free, fair, and peaceful elections in 2010.  

The resolution also expressed U.S. concerns about fair electoral treatment for 

opposition parties, including permitting opposition parties lawful assembly, 

political space to campaign, and freedom from political intimidation of 

individuals. 

In addition, the resolution expressed concern about continuing sexual 

and gender-based violence, and while welcoming the release of all children by 

armed groups, urged the government to fight impunity for violators of 

children’s rights. 

CHAD, CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC, AND REGION 

S/Res/1861  January 14         15(US)-0-0 

Reiterated its concern at the humanitarian and security repercussions 

in eastern Chad and the northeastern Central African Republic of the ongoing 

violence in Darfur; recognized that the Governments of Chad and the Central 

African Republic (CAR) bore primary responsibility for ensuring the security 

of civilians in their territories; 

Emphasized the need to respect international refugee law, preserve 

the civilian and humanitarian nature of the refugee camps and internally 

displaced persons sites, and prevent any recruitment of individuals, including 

children, which might be carried out in or around the camps and sites by 

armed groups. 

Full text of the resolution can be found at: 

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm  

Background and U.S. Position:  After conflict and resulting 

displacement erupted in eastern Chad, Darfur, and the Central African 

Republic, Resolution 1778 (2007) established MINURCAT as part of a 

―multidimensional presence‖ to support elements of Chad’s police and to 

coordinate with others in the region to protect:  Darfur refugees in Chad and 

the CAR; internally displaced Chadians; and to counter threats to humanitarian 

activities. 

This presence was also aimed at helping to monitor regional human 

rights, to work to promote human rights standards with both governments, and 

to end recruitment and use of child soldiers.  EUFOR — the companion 

European Union multinational peacekeeping force — was authorized to take 

―all necessary measures‖ to protect civilians in danger, to facilitate delivery of 

humanitarian aid and to help provide UN personnel with protection and 

freedom of movement. 

This resolution extended MINURCAT’s mandate by 12 months.  The 

resolution authorized a UN-commanded security presence to continue the 

tasks of EUFOR (whose mandate expired on March 15, 2009) regarding 

protection of civilians in danger, facilitation of humanitarian aid deliveries, 

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm
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and protection of UN personnel and facilities.  The United States supported 

both MINURCAT’s creation and its extension. 

CÔTE D’IVOIRE 

S/Res/1865  January 27         15(US)-0-0   

Noted with concern, in spite of the sustained improvement of the 

overall human rights situation, the persistence of cases of human rights 

violations against civilians in different parts of the country, including 

numerous acts of sexual violence, stressed that the perpetrators must be 

brought to justice, and reiterated its firm condemnation of all violations of 

human rights and international humanitarian law in Côte d’Ivoire; 

Emphasized the importance of the continuing support of the UN 

system and the international community for strengthening the capacity of the 

Government of Côte d’Ivoire and of the electoral bodies to organize the 

electoral process. 

Full text of the resolution can be found at:  

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm  

Background and U.S. Position:  This resolution renewed the 

mandates of the UN Operation in Côte d'Ivoire (UNOCI) and the French 

forces that support it until July 31, 2009, while reducing the mission’s strength 

by one battalion.  In it the Security Council endorsed the conclusion in the 

Secretary-General’s UNOCI report (January 8, 2009) that, even with increased 

stability, both the electoral process and implementation of the peace agreement 

require that UNOCI maintain its core capabilities and a deterrent posture. 

The United States believed that long-delayed presidential elections 

were still technically possible in 2009 and called on all parties to take every 

step necessary to ensure that credible elections go forward as promised.  There 

had been significant progress: over 5.7 million people were enrolled as voters 

on a preliminary basis.  The United States urged the Ivoirian government to re-

commit itself to 2009 elections to demonstrate further its determination to end 

the difficulties the country had faced since 2002. 

 S/Res/1880  July 23                       15(US)-0-0 

Decided to renew the mandate of UN Operation in Côte d'Ivoire 

(UNOCI), as determined in Resolution 1739 (2007), until  January 31, 2010, in 

particular to support the organization in Côte d’Ivoire of free, open, fair and 

transparent elections; 

Requested UNOCI, within its existing resources and mandate, to 

support actively the parties in the implementation of the remaining tasks under 

the Ouagadougou Political Agreement and its Supplementary Agreements, in 

particular those that are essential to the holding of a free, fair, open and 

transparent presidential election of  November 29, 2009, and to continue to 

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm
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support the disarmament, demobilization, and reintegration program and the 

disarmament and dismantling of militias, and to provide technical and 

logistical support to the Independent Electoral Commission for the preparation 

and the holding of the elections in a secure environment. 

Full text of the resolution can be found at:  

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm  

Background and U.S. Position:  This resolution renewed the 

mandates of the UNOCI and the French forces that support it through January 

2010 to support the organization there of free, open, fair, and transparent 

elections, within the targeted time frame. 

The United States believed that long-delayed presidential elections 

were still technically possible in 2009 and called on all parties to take every 

step necessary to ensure that credible elections go forward as promised.  There 

had been significant progress, and the United States urged the Ivoirian 

government to re-commit itself to 2009 elections to demonstrate further its 

determination to end the difficulties the country has faced since 2002. 

 S/Res/1893  October 29         15(US)-0-0 

Noted the Secretary-General’s report of September 2009 and the 

reports of the UN Group of Experts on Côte d’Ivoire of April 2009 and 

October 2009, emphasized the continued contribution to Côte d’Ivoire’s 

stability, in particular in the context of the planned presidential elections, of 

the measures imposed by Resolutions 1572 (2004) and 1643 (2005), 

Determined that the situation in Côte d’Ivoire continued to pose a 

threat to international peace and security in the region. 

Full text of the resolution can be found at: 

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm  

Background and U.S. Position:  In this resolution, the Security 

Council renewed for another year its arms embargo and diamond ban, as well 

as targeted sanctions restricting the travel and freezing the assets of individuals 

and entities that threatened the peace process, in Côte d’Ivoire.  The resolution 

also extended, through October 31, 2010, the mandate of the Group of Experts 

that monitors implementation of the sanctions. 

The United States believed targeted sanctions played an important 

role in supporting peace and stability in the region by encouraging 

reconciliation of those earnestly committed to peace, while isolating and 

deterring the actions of those who would oppose it. 

The United States was deeply troubled by reports of ongoing 

violations in Cote d'Ivoire of the measures adopted by the Security Council, 

and supported full implementation of those measures.  The U.S. view was that 

the Group of Experts could only be effective if member states respected the 

Group's mandate as set forth by the Security Council and allowed the Group 

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm
http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm
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freedom of movement and access to people, documents, and weapons, 

ammunition, and related materiel. 

CYPRUS 

S/Res/1873  May 29                       14(US)-1-0 

Welcomed the progress made to date in the fully fledged negotiations, 

and the prospect of further progress in the near future toward a comprehensive 

and durable settlement that this had created; 

Urged full exploitation of this opportunity, including by intensifying 

the momentum of negotiations, improving the current atmosphere of trust and 

goodwill, and engaging in the process in a constructive and open manner; 

Urged also the implementation of confidence-building measures, and 

looked forward to agreement on and implementation of further such steps, 

including the opening of other crossing points. 

Full text of the resolution can be found at: 

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm  

Background and U.S. Position:  This resolution extended the mandate 

of the UN Peacekeeping forces in Cyprus (UNFICYP) from June 16 through 

December 15, 2009.  Turkey cast the sole vote against the resolution. 

Since hostilities in 1974 Cyprus has been divided de facto into the 

government-controlled two-thirds of the island and the remaining one-third of 

the island administered by Turkish Cypriots.  The Government of the Republic 

of Cyprus continues to be the only internationally recognized authority; in 

practice, its authority extended only to the government-controlled area. 

In March 2008 Greek Cypriot leader Demetris Christofias met with 

Turkish Cypriot leader Mehmet Ali Talat.  They agreed to form six working 

groups and seven technical committees which then met throughout July 2008.  

Negotiations began in September under UN auspices, and through May 2009 

Christofias and Talat met nearly 30 times, tackling the core negotiation issues 

of governance and power sharing, property, and European Union matters, the 

economy, and territory.  In May 2009 the UN Secretary General reported to 

the Security Council that steady progress had been made but that the pace of 

the talks should accelerate. 

The United States supported the extension of UNFICYP’s mandate; 

continued to support the joint vision of a bi-zonal, bi-communal federation 

with political equality; and remained committed to supporting the leaders as 

they strove to achieve it. 

S/Res/1898  December 14         14(US)-1-0 

Called on both sides to continue to engage, as a matter of urgency and 

while respecting UNFICYP’s mandate, in consultations with UNFICYP on the 

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm
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demarcation of the buffer zone, and on the United Nations’ 1989 aide-

memoire, with a view to reaching early agreement on outstanding issues, 

called on the Turkish Cypriot side and Turkish forces to restore in Strovilia the 

military status quo which existed there prior to 30 June 2000; 

Requested the Secretary-General to submit a report on 

implementation of this resolution, including on contingency planning in 

relation to the settlement, by June 1, 2010 and to keep the Security Council 

updated on events as necessary. 

Full text of the resolution can be found at: 

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm  

Background and U.S. Position:  This resolution extended the mandate 

of the UN Peacekeeping forces in Cyprus (UNFICYP) through June 15, 2010. 

Under UN auspices, Greek Cypriot leader Demetris Christofias and 

Turkish Cypriot leader Mehmet Ali Talat continued to meet throughout 2009, 

completing the first phase of their negotiations on August 6, and beginning the 

second phase September 10.  The United States welcomed the June 26, 2009 

agreement to open the Limnitis/Yesilirmak crossing, and pledged $900,000 to 

support its implementation. 

The United States fully supported the extension of UNFICYP's 

mandate for six months, and continues to support the leaders’ joint vision of a 

bi-zonal, bi-communal federation, with political equality, as set out in the 

relevant Security Council resolutions, and is committed to supporting the 

leaders as they strive to achieve it. 

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO 

S/Res/1896  November 30         15(US)-0-0 

Reiterated its serious concern regarding the presence of armed groups 

and militias in the eastern part of the Democratic Republic of the Congo 

(D.R.C.), perpetuating a climate of insecurity in the whole region; 

Demanded that all armed groups, in particular the Forces 

Démocratiques de liberation du Rwanda (FDLR) and the Lord’s Resistance 

Army (LRA), immediately lay down their arms and cease their attacks against 

the civilian population; demanded also that all the parties to the March 23, 

2009 Agreements respect the ceasefire and implement their commitments 

effectively and in good faith; 

Expressed concern about the support received by armed groups 

operating in the eastern part of the D.R.C. from regional and international 

networks. 

Full text of the resolution can be found at: 

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm  

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm
http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm
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Background and U.S. Position:  Among the provisions of this 

resolution concerning the D.R.C. was the renewal, until November 30, 2010, 

of the arms, transport, financial, and travel measures imposed by Resolution 

1807 (2008).  It also requested the Secretary-General to renew, until 

November 30, 2010, the Group of Experts established pursuant to Resolution 

1533 (2004), and renewed by subsequent resolutions, and to expand its 

mandate. 

In Resolution 1896, the Security Council demanded that all parties 

and all states ensure cooperation with the Group of Experts by individuals and 

entities within their jurisdiction or under their control  It also restated a 

previous demand that all parties and all states, particularly those in the region, 

cooperate fully with the work of the Group of Experts, and ensure both the 

safety of its members, and unhindered and immediate access to persons, 

documents, and sites the Group of Experts deemed relevant. 

The United States considered Resolution 1896 to be an important step 

on an issue of serious concern, by placing emphasis on the need to prevent the 

continued illegal exploitation the D.R.C.’s minerals, which was funding the 

rebels and the fighting. 

S/Res/1906  December 23         15(US)-0-0 

Underscored the long-term, sustainable efforts needed from the 

Government of the D.R.C. to provide a calendar for local, general and 

presidential elections, with full respect for the provisions of the Constitution, 

to consolidate democracy and promote the rule of law, democratic governance, 

recovery and development, with the support of its international partners; 

Expressed its full support for the UN Organization Mission in the 

Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUC); condemned all attacks against 

UN peacekeepers and humanitarian personnel, regardless of their perpetrators, 

and emphasized that those responsible for such attacks must be brought to 

justice. 

Full text of the resolution can be found at:  

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm  

Background and U.S. Position:  This resolution renewed the mandate 

for MONUC at its current force level until May 31, 2010.  During the renewal 

term the United Nations must conduct a comprehensive strategic review and 

assessment of MONUC’s operations.  The Security Council intended to extend 

MONUC’s mandate an additional 12 months; specifics of a new mandate 

would draw on the review and any resulting recommendations. 

Because of the United States’ extreme concern at the deteriorating 

humanitarian and human rights situation and the continued impunity of those 

responsible for human rights abuses and other atrocities, it considered the 

continued engagement of MONUC to be vital to regional security.  The 

Security Council decided MONUC’s mandate should continue to be focused 

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm
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on:  protection of civilians; disarmament, demobilization, repatriation, 

resettlement, and reintegration activities; and security sector reform. 

DJIBOUTI/ERITREA 

S/Res/1862  January 14         15(US)-0-0 

Urges Djibouti and Eritrea to resolve their border dispute peacefully, 

as a matter of priority and in a manner consistent with international law, and 

emphasizes that it is the primary responsibility of the parties to set up the 

appropriate diplomatic and legal framework to this end; 

Reiterates its appreciation for the efforts by the Secretary-General, 

the African Union and the Arab League to engage both parties, encourages 

them to strengthen their efforts in this regard and encourages also regional and 

subregional organizations as well as members states that are in a position to 

provide their assistance to this end to do so; 

Welcomes the offer of good offices made by the Secretary-General, 

deeply regrets that Eritrea has continuously refused to grant visas to the 

members of the fact-finding mission mentioned above, or to receive any envoy 

by the Secretary-General, and welcomes the continued readiness of the 

Secretary-General to send a fact-finding mission or an envoy to Eritrea. 

Full text of the resolution can be found at:  

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm  

Background and U.S. Position:  Eritrea’s incursion into Djibouti 

began in February 2008 with the explanation that it was beginning road 

construction to connect Djibouti’s Obock region with the Eritrean port of 

Assab.  In March large numbers of Eritrean military forces entered the area 

and dug trenches and fortifications.  In mid-April Djiboutian military forces 

deployed in close proximity to the Eritrean forces.  Djibouti’s subsequent 

diplomatic approaches to Eritrea proved fruitless, even at the presidential 

level. 

A joint committee of military officers met once only, on April 24, 

without result.  In the next several weeks dozens of Eritrean soldiers deserted 

and sought asylum in Djibouti, which ignored Eritrean demands to return 

them.  On June 10, Eritrean forces opened fire on Djiboutian forces, killing 

about 44 and wounding about 60, with 19 others missing in action.  The 

Security Council called for both sides’ forces to return to their previous 

positions, and Djibouti’s forces complied.  Since then various attempts by 

neighboring governments and ―friends‖ of the combatants have offered to 

facilitate a peaceful resolution. 

In June 2008 the United States condemned Eritrea’s military 

aggression against Djibouti, calling the hostilities ―an additional threat to 

peace and security in the already volatile Horn of Africa.‖  The Eritrean 

government has refused to cooperate or even to issue visas to the UN fact-

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm
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finding mission sent to investigate the situation; it has failed even to 

acknowledge the existence of the problem, let alone its seriousness.  The 

United States remains extremely concerned about Eritrea's unprovoked attack 

on Djiboutian forces and its subsequent refusal to withdraw its troops or 

engage in peaceful dialogue to defuse the situation.  

S/Res/1907  December 23         15(US)-0-0 

Noted the decision of the 13th Assembly of the African Union (AU), 

which called on the Security Council to impose sanctions against foreign 

actors, both within and outside the region, especially Eritrea, providing 

support to the armed groups engaged in destabilization activities in Somalia 

and undermining the peace and reconciliation efforts as well as regional 

stability; 

Further noted the decision of the 13th Assembly of the AU which 

expressed its grave concern at the total absence of progress regarding the 

implementation by Eritrea of, inter alia, Resolution 1862 (2009) regarding the 

border dispute between Djibouti and Eritrea; 

Expressed its grave concern at the findings of the Monitoring Group 

re-established by Resolution 1853 (2008), as outlined in its December 2008 

report, that Eritrea had provided political, financial and logistical support to 

armed groups engaged in undermining peace and reconciliation in Somalia and 

regional stability. 

Full text of the resolution can be found at: 

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm  

Background and U.S. Position:  Resolution 1907 placed sanctions on 

Eritrea to encourage its government to cease actions that destabilized Somalia, 

to halt its assistance to violent elements in Somalia working to overthrow the 

government and attacking international peacekeepers, and to resolve 

peacefully its border skirmish and dispute with Djibouti.  The sanctions 

included a territorial arms embargo on Eritrea, a worldwide asset freeze, travel 

ban, and targeted arms embargo for those individuals and entities listed. 

For many months the United States had sought a constructive 

dialogue with Eritrea, quietly encouraging its government to take the steps that 

it claimed it intended to take but had not taken.  Instead, Eritrea’s government 

chose to fuel instability rather than commit to constructive dialogue and 

resolution of outstanding disagreements. Eritrea supported and funded efforts 

by insurgents to topple the Transitional Federal Government of Somalia and 

attack African Union peacekeepers.  It also failed to resolve peacefully its 

border skirmish and dispute with Djibouti in accordance with Resolution 1862 

(2009). Eritrea’s actions threatened international peace and security and 

contributed to the dire humanitarian crisis. 

 

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm
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GEORGIA  

S/Res/1866  February 13         15(US)-0-0 

Decides to extend the mandate of the UN Observer Mission in 

Georgia (UNOMIG) for a new period terminating on June 15, 2009.  

Full text of the resolution can be found at:  

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm  

Background and U.S. Position:  On August 8, 2008, Russian troops 

invaded Georgia and seized Georgian territory, including territory well beyond 

South Ossetia and Abkhazia, in violation of Georgia’s sovereignty and 

territorial integrity, attacking and destroying Georgian military infrastructure.  

The real goal of Russia’s military operation was to eliminate Georgia’s 

democratically elected government and to redraw Georgia’s borders, which it 

tried to do by recognizing South Ossetia and Abkhazia as independent states.  

Under the French-brokered August 12
th

 ceasefire agreement and supplemental 

clarifying instrument of September 8
th

, Russia committed to return its forces to 

their pre-war numbers and locations in South Ossetia and Abkhazia. 

In early February 2009 the Russian Federation expressed its intent to 

establish bases in Georgian territory, contrary to the spirit and the letter of 

Russia’s existing commitments.  The Russian plans included a naval base at 

the port of Ochamchire, army bases in the Abkhazia and South Ossetia regions 

of Georgia, and the possible deployment of combat aircraft. 

The United States supported the extension of the UNOMIG mandate 

and considered it important to preserve a UN presence in Georgia while the 

international community sought to develop an appropriate international 

mechanism in Georgia to address ongoing security, human rights, and 

humanitarian concerns.  The United States continues fully to support 

Georgia’s territorial integrity and sovereignty, and urges Russia to respect 

human rights and to facilitate stability in the region through implementation of 

its commitments and participation in the Geneva Process. 

S-2009-310  June 14                       10(US)-1-4 

Recalled all its relevant resolutions, including Resolutions 1808 and 

1839 (both 2008), and 1866 (2009), Considered the report of the Secretary-

General of May 18, 2009, proposed to extend the mandate of the UN Observer 

Mission in Georgia (UNOMIG) for a new period terminating June 30, 2009. 

Full text of the draft resolution can be found at: 

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm  

Background and U.S. Position:  Because this draft resolution failed, 

the mandate of UNOMIG expired at midnight June 15.  The resolution would 

have extended its mandate until June 30. 
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It was a simple ―rollover‖ resolution to give the Security Council 

more time to agree on a new mandate to allow the UN Observer Mission to 

monitor the security zones, address human rights and humanitarian concerns, 

and help to create conditions for the return of refugees and displaced persons.   

Both the simple ―rollover‖ and the more substantive resolution that 

was being discussed at the time were supported by the Group of the Secretary-

General’s Friends on Georgia (Germany, Croatia, France, the United 

Kingdom, and the United States), who consulted intensively for two weeks 

before the vote, trying to negotiate a substantial mandate for UNOMIG, based 

in large part on the Secretary-General’s report of May 18. 

Though 10 Security Council members supported the resolution, 

Russia vetoed it, while China, Libya, Uganda, and Vietnam abstained.  The 

United States was deeply disappointed by Russia’s veto. 

GUINEA-BISSAU 

S/Res/1876  June 26                                     15(US)-0-0 

Decided to extend the mandate of the United Nations Peacebuilding 

Support Office in Guinea-Bissau (UNOGBIS) until December 31, 2009;  

Welcomes the report of the Secretary-General on Guinea-Bissau and 

on the activities of UNOGBIS in that country of  June 11, 2009 (S/2009/302), 

and takes note of his recommendations contained therein; 

Requests the Secretary-General to establish a United Nations 

Integrated Peacebuilding Office in Guinea-Bissau (UNIOGBIS) to succeed 

UNOGBIS, as recommended by him in his report (S/2009/302) for an initial 

period of 12 months, beginning on January 1, 2010. 

Full text of the resolution can be found at:  

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm  

Background and U.S. Position:  This resolution extended the mandate 

of the UN Peacebuilding Support Office in Guinea-Bissau (UNOGBIS) 

through December 31, 2009, and requested the Secretary-General to establish, 

for an initial period of 12 months, a UN Integrated Peacebuilding Office in 

Guinea-Bissau (UNIOGBIS) to succeed UNOGBIS.  The President and the 

Armed Forces’ Chief of Staff of Guinea-Bissau were assassinated on March 1 

and 2, 2009.  In voting for this resolution the United States welcomed a 

successful transition of power to the Parliament Speaker as the constitutional 

successor to the late president and congratulated the government for adhering 

to its constitution under extraordinary circumstances. 

The United States supports the interim president and encourages the 

government to work within its democratic institutions.  It also urges the 

military and all political parties to respect the rule of law and work together to 

build a prosperous and secure future for Guinea-Bissau. 
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HAITI 

S/Res/1892  October 13         15(US)-0-0 

Decided to extend the mandate of the UN Stabilization Mission in 

Haiti (MINUSTAH) as contained in its Resolutions 1542 (2004), 1608 (2005), 

1702 (2006), 1743 (2007), 1780 (2007) and 1840 (2008) until October 15, 

2010, with the intention of further renewal, 

Endorsed the recommendation made by the Secretary-General in 

paragraphs 26 and 27 of his report S/2009/439 to maintain the current Mission 

overall force levels until the planned substantial increase of the Haitian 

National Police capacity allows for a reassessment of the situation, while 

adjusting its force configuration to better meet current requirements on the 

ground, decided, therefore, that MINUSTAH will consist of a military 

component of up to 6940 troops of all ranks and of a police component of up 

to 2,211 police. 

Full text of the resolution can be found at:  

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm  

Background and U.S. Position:  Resolution 1892 renewed the 

mandate of MINUSTAH until October 15, 2010.  While the Resolution 

maintained current force levels, the Security Council adjusted the Mission’s 

force configuration to meet current requirements on the ground better 

(currently up to 6,940 troops and up to 2,211 police).  MINUSTAH was 

established pursuant to Resolution 1542 (2004) and the Council has extended 

its mandate semi-annually or annually since then. 

The United States remained firmly committed to MINUSTAH and to 

Haiti, and continued to urge Haitian leadership, the United Nations, troop- and 

police-contributing countries, and other parties to maintain and deepen 

common efforts to support the country during this fragile transition period.  

MINUSTAH made important gains in the area of security, and the United 

States continued to work with the Mission to help expand the facilities at the 

national police academy and create specialized leadership training there.  The 

United States also planned to continue working with Haitian law enforcement 

and MINUSTAH to tackle the ongoing scourge of drug trafficking, which 

impacted Haiti and the region. 

IRAQ 

S/Res/1883  August 7         15(US)-0-0 

Reaffirmed the importance of the United Nations, in particular the 

United Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI), in advising, supporting 

and assisting the Iraqi people and Government to strengthen democratic 

institutions, advance inclusive political dialogue and national reconciliation, 

facilitate regional dialogue, aid vulnerable groups including refugees and 

internally displaced persons, strengthen gender equality, promote the 
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protection of human rights, and promote judicial and legal reform, and 

emphasized the importance of the United Nations, in particular UNAMI, 

prioritizing advice, support, and assistance to the Iraqi people and Government 

to achieve these goals, 

Emphasized UNAMI’s efforts to assist the Independent High 

Electoral Commission and the Iraqi Government in the development of 

processes for holding successful Iraqi provincial elections in January 2009 and 

Kurdistan Regional Government elections in July 2009, and toward Iraqi 

national parliamentary elections in January 2010, and stressed the importance 

of the transparency, impartiality and independence of the Independent High 

Electoral Commission. 

Full text of the resolution can be found at: 

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm  

Background and U.S. Position:  This resolution extended the mandate 

of UNAMI for 12 months.  UNAMI was established by Resolution 1500 

(2003), and was subsequently renewed and expanded by Resolutions 1546 

(2004), 1557 (2004), 1619 (2005), 1700 (2006), 1770 (2007), and 1830 

(2008). 

UNAMI is mandated to advise, support, and assist the Government of 

Iraq and the Iraqi people, including:  providing technical assistance and advice 

to Iraq’s Independent High Electoral Commission, especially in advance of 

Iraqi parliamentary elections in January 2010; supporting efforts to address 

Iraq’s disputed internal boundaries by promoting constructive dialogue; and 

assisting the Iraqi government to facilitate the safe, voluntary, and orderly 

return of displaced Iraqis. 

LEBANON 

S/Res/1884  August 27         15(US)-0-0 

Decided to extend the present mandate of the UN Interim Force in 

Lebanon (UNIFIL) until August 31, 2010; 

Commended the positive role of UNIFIL, whose deployment together 

with the Lebanese Armed Forces has helped to establish a new strategic 

environment in southern Lebanon, and welcomes the expansion of coordinated 

activities between UNIFIL and the Lebanese armed forces and encourages 

further enhancement of this cooperation. 

Full text of the resolution can be found at:  

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm 

Background and U.S. Position: Resolution 1884 extended the 

mandate of the (UNIFIL) until August 31, 2010.  UNIFIL was established by 

Resolution 425 (1978) to confirm Israeli withdrawal from Lebanon, and to 

assist the Lebanese government in reestablishing effective authority.  
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UNIFIL’s maximum authorized strength was augmented by Resolution 1701 

(2006) and its mandate expanded to monitor the cessation of hostilities, to 

accompany and support Lebanese military deployment into south Lebanon, 

and to assist humanitarian access to civilians and the return of displaced 

persons. 

Resolution 1884 determined that the situation in Lebanon continues 

―to constitute a threat to international peace and security,‖ commended 

UNIFIL’s positive role in helping to establish a new strategic environment in 

southern Lebanon, and welcomed expanded coordinated activities between 

UNIFIL and the Lebanese military.  It also emphasized the need for more 

progress toward reaching a permanent ceasefire and a long-term solution for 

Lebanon, as well as the need to achieve a comprehensive, just, and lasting 

peace in the Middle East. 

LIBERIA 

S/Res/1885  September 15         15(US)-0-0 

Recalled the benchmarks for the drawdown phase of United Nations 

Mission in Liberia (UNMIL), including core benchmarks on the Liberia 

National Police and the national security strategy, and noting with concern 

those areas where progress is still slow, 

Recognized the significant challenges that remained across all 

sectors, including continuing problems with violent crime, reiterated the 

continuing need for UNMIL’s support for the security of the Special Court for 

Sierra Leone, subject to periodic review as the Court’s work progresses, 

determined that the situation in Liberia continued to constitute a threat to 

international peace and security in the region. 

Full text of the resolution can be found at: 

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm  

Background and U.S. Position:  This resolution extended the mandate 

of the United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) until September 30, 2010.  

UNMIL was created by Security Council Resolution 1509 (2003) to support 

the implementation of the ceasefire agreement and the peace process, protect 

UN staff and facilities as well as civilians, support humanitarian and human 

rights activities; and assist in national security reform, including national 

police training and formation of a new, restructured military. 

Resolution 1885 modified UNMIL’s mandate, including having 

UNMIL assist the Liberian government with the 2011 presidential and 

legislative elections.  It also authorized implementation of the third stage of 

UNMIL’s drawdown, from October 2009 to May 2010.  More than 2,000 

military personnel, plus attack helicopters and armored personnel carriers 

would be repatriated.  This would leave the Mission with more than 8,000 
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military personnel, while maintaining the current authorized strength of its 

police component. 

S/Res/ 1903  December 17         15(US)-0-0 

Having reviewed the measures imposed in Resolution 1521 (2003) in 

Resolution 1532 (2004) and the progress toward meeting the conditions set out 

in Resolution 1521 (2003), and having noted the Government of Liberia’s 

cooperation with UNMIL in weapons marking, and having concluded that 

insufficient progress has been made towards that end; 

Underlined its determination to support the Government of Liberia in 

its efforts to meet the conditions of Resolution 1521 (2003), and encouraged 

all stakeholders, including donors, to support the Government of Liberia in its 

efforts.  

Full text of the resolution can be found at:  

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm  

Background and U.S. Position:  With this resolution the Security 

Council renewed its travel ban on persons deemed to be a threat to the peace in 

Liberia until December 17, 2010.  It also removed the arms embargo to allow 

the Liberian government, as well as the UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL), to 

receive certain military materiel for the same time period.  Further, the 

Security Council extended the mandate of the Panel of Experts that monitors 

the implementation of the measures until December 20, 2010. 

The United States believed that sanctions regimes should change over 

time as circumstances on the ground evolved.  It considered lifting the arms 

embargo to be a significant step forward.  It saw Liberia’s improved situation 

as partly a result of international support for security sector reform, and lauded 

UNMIL’s efforts to that effect.  It continued to urge the Liberian government 

to establish an effective system to ensure that inventories of weapons and 

ammunition were fully accounted for. 

MIDDLE EAST 

S/Res/l860  January 8         14-0-1(US) 

Called on member states to support international efforts to alleviate 

the humanitarian and economic situation in Gaza, including through urgently 

needed additional contributions to the UN Relief and Works Agency 

(UNRWA) and through the Ad Hoc Liaison Committee; 

Condemned all violence and hostilities directed against civilians and 

all acts of terrorism; 

Called upon member states to intensify efforts to provide 

arrangements and guarantees in Gaza in order to sustain a durable ceasefire 

and calm, including to prevent illicit trafficking in arms and ammunition and 

to ensure the sustained reopening of the crossing points on the basis of the 
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2005 Agreement on Movement and Access between the Palestinian Authority 

and Israel; and welcomed the Egyptian initiative, and other regional and 

international efforts under way. 

Full text of the resolution can be found at:  

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm  

Background and U.S. Position:  The United States requires a 

principled resolution of the situation in Gaza, and this resolution provides a 

roadmap for a sustainable, durable peace there. 

The United States seeks an international consensus that Gaza must 

never again be used as a launching pad for rockets against Israeli citizens.  

Violence in Gaza was instigated by Hamas, a terrorist group that called for the 

destruction of Israel and took over the Gaza Strip in a coup.  Since then, 

thousands of guns and rockets and mortars have been smuggled into Gaza.  

Hamas’ continued armament is a root cause of the current situation and has 

gravely endangered the residents of both Gaza and southern Israel.  Hamas’ 

commitment to violence is not only an attack on Israel, but also on the two-

state solution. 

While much work remains to be done, there is important work 

underway, specifically the mediation efforts of Egypt.  The United States 

supports Palestinian President Abbas both with respect to governance and in 

negotiations to establish a state of Palestine. 

The United States abstained on Resolution 1860 because it wanted to 

see the outcome of the Egyptian mediation efforts.  But because it supported 

the text, goals, and objectives, it decided to allow the resolution to go forward. 

The United States remains deeply concerned about the innocent 

Palestinians suffering in Gaza, and will undertake, maintain, and continue its 

humanitarian efforts to support UNRWA and other nongovernmental 

organizations working there. 

The United States recognizes the right of Israel, like other states, to 

exercise its right of self-defense, and has told Israel it is obligated to take 

feasible steps to minimize the impact of any actions on civilians. 

While addressing the situation in Gaza, focus must be kept on UN 

Resolution 1850’s goal of establishing an enduring commitment to mutual 

recognition; freedom from violence, incitement, and terror; and a two-state 

solution, building upon previous agreements and obligations.  All UN member 

states bear a responsibility to promote these principles and to help the parties 

toward its establishment. 

S/Res/1875  June 23                                     15(US)-0-0 

Welcomed the efforts being undertaken by the United Nations 

Disengagement Observer Force (UNDOF)  to implement the Secretary-

General’s zero-tolerance policy on sexual exploitation and abuse and to ensure 
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full compliance of its personnel with the UN code of conduct, requested the 

Secretary-General to continue to take all necessary action in this regard and to 

keep the Security Council informed, and urged troop-contributing countries to 

take preventive and disciplinary action to ensure that such acts were properly 

investigated and punished in cases involving their personnel. 

Full text of the resolution can be found at: 

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm  

Background and U.S. Position:  Security Council Resolution 338 

(1973) directed a cease-fire to stop the 1973 Yom Kippur War involving 

Israel, Egypt, and Syria.  Besides a cease-fire, the resolution also affirmed that 

a just and lasting Middle East peace should include the principles, listed in 

Security Council Resolution 242 (first passed on November 22, 1967), of 

Israeli withdrawal from ―territory occupied in the recent conflict‖ and the end 

of belligerency toward Israel and its right to live in peace within secure, 

recognized boundaries. 

Resolution 1875 renewed the mandate for UNDOF through the end of 

2009.  UNDOF was established in 1974 following the agreed disengagement 

of the Israeli and Syrian forces on the Golan.  UNDOF continues to supervise 

the implementation of the agreement and maintain ceasefire.  Resolution 1875 

is the current embodiment of Resolutions 242 and 338, and the United States 

supported it. 

S/Res/1899  December 16         15(US)-0-0 

Called upon the parties concerned to implement immediately 

Resolution 338 (1973),  

Welcomed the efforts being undertaken by the UN Disengagement 

Observer Force (UNDOF) to implement the Secretary-General’s zero-

tolerance policy on sexual exploitation and abuse and to ensure full 

compliance of its personnel with the UN code of conduct, requested the 

Secretary-General to continue to take all necessary action in this regard and to 

keep the Security Council informed, and urged troop-contributing countries to 

take preventive and disciplinary action to ensure that such acts be properly 

investigated and punished in cases involving their personnel. 

Full text of the resolution can be found at: 

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm  

Background and U.S. Position:  Security Council Resolution 338 

(1973) directed a cease-fire to stop the 1973 Yom Kippur War involving 

Israel, Egypt, and Syria.  Besides a cease-fire, the resolution also affirmed that 

a just and lasting Middle East peace should include the principles, listed in 

Security Council Resolution 242 (first passed on November 22, 1967), of 

Israeli withdrawal from ―territory occupied in the recent conflict‖ and the end 

of belligerency toward Israel and its right to live in peace within secure, 

recognized boundaries. 
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Resolution 1899 renewed the mandate for the UN Disengagement 

Observer Force (UNDOF) until June 30, 2010.  UNDOF was established in 

1974 following the agreed disengagement of the Israeli and Syrian forces on 

the Golan.  UNDOF continues to supervise the implementation of the 

agreement and maintain ceasefire.  Resolution 1899 is the current embodiment 

of Resolutions 242 and 338, and the United States supported it. 

NEPAL  

S/Res/l864  January 23         15(US)-0-0 

Decides in line with the request from the Government of Nepal and 

the Secretary-General’s recommendations, to renew the mandate of United 

Nations Mission in Nepal (UNMIN) as established under resolution 1740 

(2007) until July 23, 2009, taking into account the completion of some 

elements of the mandate, the ongoing work on the monitoring and the 

management of arms and armed personnel in line with the  June 25 Agreement 

among the political parties, which will support the completion of the peace 

process;  

Calls upon all parties to take full advantage of the expertise and 

readiness of UNMIN, within its mandate, to support the peace process to 

facilitate the completion of outstanding aspects of UNMIN’s mandate;  

Concurs with the Secretary-General’s view that the current 

monitoring arrangements cannot be maintained indefinitely, and underlines the 

need for the Government of Nepal to consider necessary measures to reduce 

UNMIN’s monitoring requirements; 

Full text of the resolution can be found at:  

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm  

Background and U.S. Position:  This resolution extended UNMIN’s 

mandate for six months.  UNMIN was established to support Nepal’s peace 

process, in response to August 2006 letters to the Secretary-General from the 

then-Seven-Party Alliance Government and the Communist Party of Nepal 

(Maoist), requesting UN assistance to create conditions for a free and fair 

election of the Constituent Assembly, and for the entire peace process. 

The United States strongly supports UNMIN and looks forward to 

completion of the remainder of its mandate, especially regarding management 

of arms and armed personnel.  It urges all of Nepal's political parties to settle 

differences through dialogue, so Nepal’s future may be characterized by 

democracy and economic development. 

The United States also strongly encourages the government to address 

the concerns of historically disadvantaged groups, so all parties and groups 

committed to a democratic Nepal will share equally in the process of nation-

building. 
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The United States has committed to provide nearly $10 million in 

support of Nepal's transition to democracy in areas such as security sector 

reform, conflict resolution, civil society, supporting legal institutions, and 

political parties.  It urges other donors to offer maximum support to ensure 

Nepal’s successful transition.  

S/Res/1879  July 23                       15(US)-0-0 

Took note of the Government of Nepal’s letter to the Secretary-

General of July 2009, which recognized the contribution of the UN Mission in 

Nepal (UNMIN) and requested an extension of UNMIN’s mandate for six 

months, and further took note of the commitments of the Government of Nepal 

to reconstitute the Special Committee strengthened with the support of the 

Ministry of Peace and Reconstruction, and also for beginning the process of 

integration and rehabilitation of Maoist army personnel, 

Recognized the need to pay special attention to the needs and the role 

of women, children, and traditionally marginalized groups in the peace 

process, as mentioned in the Comprehensive Peace Agreement and Resolution 

1325 (2000), 

Recognized the need to address impunity and to promote and protect 

human rights through building the capacity of independent national 

institutions, recognized that civil society can play an important role in 

democratic transition and conflict prevention. 

Full text of the resolution can be found at: 

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm  

Background and U.S. Position:  In Resolution 1879 the Security 

Council decided to extend the mandate of UNMIN, established by Resolution 

1740 (2007), for six months, until January 23, 2010. The Security Council 

established UNMIN to support Nepal’s peace process in response to requests 

from the then-Seven-Party Alliance Government and the Communist Party of 

Nepal (Maoist) seeking UN help to create conditions for a free and fair 

election of a constituent assembly and for the entire peace process. 

The United States strongly supports UNMIN and looks forward to 

completion of the remainder of its mandate, especially regarding management 

of arms and armed personnel.  It urges all of Nepal's political parties to settle 

differences through dialogue and to enable democracy and economic 

development to characterize Nepal’s future. 

The United States also strongly encourages the Nepalese government 

to address the concerns of historically disadvantaged groups, so all parties and 

groups committed to a new, democratic Nepal will share equally in the process 

of nation-building. 

In addition to the $46 million provided in bilateral aid to Nepal in 

fiscal year 2009, the United States has committed to provide nearly $10 
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million though the United Nations in support of Nepal's transition to 

democracy in areas such as security sector reform, conflict resolution, civil 

society, supporting legal institutions, and political parties.  It urges other 

donors to offer maximum support to ensure Nepal’s successful transition. 

NORTH KOREA 

S/Res/1874  June 12                       15(US)-0-0 

Condemned in the strongest terms the nuclear test conducted by 

North Korea on May 25, 2009 (local time) in violation and flagrant disregard 

of its relevant resolutions, in particular Resolutions 1695 (2006) and 1718 

(2006), and the statement of its President of April 13, 2009 (S/PRST/2009/7); 

Demanded that the North Korea not conduct any further nuclear test 

or any launch using ballistic missile technology; decided that the North Korea 

shall suspend all activities related to its ballistic missile program and in this 

context re-establish its pre-existing commitments to a moratorium on missile 

launches. 

Full text of the resolution can be found at:  

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm  

Background and U.S. Position:  In the wake of its test of a nuclear 

device on May 24, President Obama charged North Korea with ―acting in 

blatant defiance of the United Nations Security Council‖ and with ―directly 

and recklessly challenging the international community.‖  The Security 

Council passed this resolution to provide a strong and united international 

response. 

The resolution condemns North Korea’s nuclear test in the strongest 

terms.  It strengthens and enhances sanctions on North Korea in five critically 

important areas:  by imposing a total embargo on arms exports from North 

Korea and significantly expanding the ban on arms imports; by creating a 

wholly new framework for states to cooperate in the inspection of ships and 

aircraft suspected to be carrying weapons of mass destruction or other banned 

goods; by calling on states and international financial institutions to disrupt the 

flow of funds that could support North Korea’s missile, nuclear, or 

proliferation activities; by committing to designate for targeted sanctions 

additional goods, entities, and individuals involved in North Korea’s illicit 

behavior; and by strengthening the mechanisms to monitor and tighten the 

implementation of this toughened sanctions regime. 

The United States welcomed the unanimous adoption of Resolution 

1874 as reflecting the resolve of the international community and the Security 

Council.  The United States stands firmly behind its provisions and is 

committed to ensuring its implementation. 
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SIERRA LEONE 

 S/Res/1886  September 15         15(US)-0-0 

Decided to extend the mandate of the UN Integrated Peacebuilding 

Office in Sierra Leone (UNIPSIL), as set out in resolution 1829 (2008), until 

September 30, 2010; 

Emphasized the importance for UNIPSIL of achieving jointly with 

the UN country team the objectives of the Joint Vision within their respective 

mandates and, in particular, focusing on providing support to the Government 

of Sierra Leone in its efforts regarding constitutional reform, building police 

capacity, tackling corruption, illicit drug trafficking and organized crime, as 

well as addressing youth unemployment, supporting the preparations for the 

2012 elections, and assisting the work of the Peacebuilding Commission and 

the Peacebuilding Fund. 

Full text of the resolution can be found at:  

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm  

Background and U.S. Position:  Resolution 1886 extended the 

mandate of UNIPSIL, which was authorized a year previously in Resolution 

1829 (2008), until September 30, 2010.  The United States fully supports 

UNISPIL and commends the support it has provided the government and 

people of Sierra Leone in making their transition from conflict to durable 

peace.  Together with the Security Council, the United States believes 

UNIPSIL should focus on supporting the Sierra Leonean government in 

constitutional reform and police force improvement, as well as helping it 

combat corruption, illicit drug trafficking, and organized crime. 

The United States notes that the Peacebuilding Fund and the 

Peacebuilding Commission (PBC) selected Sierra Leone as one of the first two 

countries to receive assistance in recovering from conflict.  UNIPSIL 

represents a new instrument for the United Nations to assist post-conflict 

countries trying to make the critical transition from insecurity and violence to 

peace.  As a supporter of the Peacebuilding Commission, the United States is 

encouraged to see that the PBC has facilitated national dialogue on important 

issues, and that Peacebuilding Fund-supported projects are contributing to 

peacebuilding priorities outlined by the of Sierra Leone government in 

conjunction with the PBC. 

SOMALIA 

S/Res/1863  January 16         15(US)-0-0 

Recognized the need for all parties to contribute to an enhanced 

political process, called on the Somali parties to the Djibouti Peace Agreement 

to fulfill their obligations set out therein, and noted the request of the parties 

for UN authorization and deployment of an international stabilization force, 
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Welcomed the contribution of the African Union Mission to Somalia 

(AMISOM) to lasting peace and stability in Somalia, expressed appreciation 

for the continued commitment of the Governments of Uganda and Burundi in 

Somalia, condemned any hostilities toward AMISOM, and stressed the 

importance of reestablishment, training and retention of Somali security 

forces, 

Reiterated its serious concern at the worsening humanitarian situation 

in Somalia, and called on all member states to contribute to current and future 

consolidated humanitarian appeals. 

Full text of the resolution can be found at:  

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm  

Background and U.S. Position:  The United States played the leading 

role in drafting this resolution.  The United States strongly supports the Somali 

political process and called on all stakeholders to renounce violence and form 

a unity government.  The United States also attaches great importance to the 

establishment, under the Djibouti Peace Agreement, of a joint Somali security 

force.   

The resolution requested the Secretary-General provide a United 

Nations logistical support package to AMISOM including equipment and 

services, but not including transfer of funds to the African Union Mission in 

Somalia (AMISOM), until June 1, 2009 or until the decision to establish a UN 

peacekeeping operation in Somalia. This resolution also expresses the Security 

Council’s intent to establish a UN peacekeeping operation in Somalia as a 

follow-on force to AMISOM, subject to a further decision of the Security 

Council by June 1, 2009. 

S/Res/1872  May 26                       15(US)-0-0 

Calls on all Somali parties to support the Djibouti Agreement, and 

welcomes in this regard, President Sheikh Sharif Sheikh Ahmed’s call for all 

opposition groups to support this process; 

Requests the Secretary-General, through his Special Representative 

for Somalia, to work with the international community to continue to facilitate 

reconciliation; requests the Secretary-General to include in his next report 

recommendations on ways to strengthen the Djibouti peace process.  

Full text of the resolution can be found at:  

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm 

Background and U.S. Position:  This resolution directly followed the 

Security Council’s last mandate authorization of the African Union Mission in 

Somalia (AMISOM) in January 2009 (Resolution 1863), extending the 

Mission’s mandate and the UN logistical support package, comprising 

equipment and services -- but not including the transfer of funds -- to 

AMISOM until January 31, 2010. 
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After January the international community redoubled efforts to 

provide assistance to the Transitional Federal Government (TFG) of Somalia.  

In April 2009 the International Contact Group for Somalia met in Brussels.  At 

that meeting members pledged to provide $213 million to support AMISOM 

and the TFG Joint Security Force. 

Unfortunately, despite efforts of the international community and the 

TFG’s progress -- forming an inclusive government, returning the Parliament 

and government to Mogadishu, and beginning government services -- foreign 

terrorist organizations (al-Shabaab and other Islamic extremists), believed to 

be backed by the Government of Eritrea and foreign fighters (some with links 

to al-Qaeda), launched an all-out offensive against the TFG in Mogadishu.  

The TFG was eventually able to stop the offensive, but to date has been 

unsuccessful in expelling al-Shabaab and its allies from the capital. 

The United States and the international community continues to 

provide financial and material support to the TFG, and continues strongly to 

support the Djibouti political process, calling on all stakeholders to renounce 

violence and join the political process. 

S/Res/1897  November 30         15(US)-0-0 

Took into account the crisis situation in Somalia, and the limited 

capacity of the Transitional Federal Government (TFG) to interdict, or upon 

interdiction to prosecute pirates, or to patrol or secure Somalia’s coastal 

waters, including international sea lanes and Somalia’s territorial waters, 

Noted the several requests from the TFG for international assistance 

to counter piracy off its coast, including two letters in November 2009 from 

the Permanent Representative of Somalia to the United Nations expressing the 

appreciation of the TFG to the Security Council for its assistance, expressing 

the TFG’s willingness to consider working with other states and regional 

organizations to combat piracy and armed robbery at sea off the coast of 

Somalia, and requesting that the provisions of Resolutions 1846 and 1851 

(both 2008) be renewed for an additional 12 months. 

Full text of the resolution can be found at: 

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm  

Background and U.S. Position:  This resolution renewed and 

strengthened the effort to combat piracy in Somalia and in the waters off of 

Somalia.  The Security Council approved it on the same day that an oil 

supertanker bound from Saudi Arabia to the United States, was hijacked some 

800 miles offshore of Somalia.  The Secretary-General had reported that there 

were 160 instances of piracy in the eastern African area January 1-September 

30 in 2009 — 24 more than during the same period in 2008. 

Resolution 1897 addressed six issues the United States considered 

essential: 
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1. Renewing the authorities of Security Council Resolutions 1846 and 1851 

(both 2008); 

2. Encouraging states to work directly with Somalia’s regional authorities, 

including Somaliland and Puntland, to combat piracy; 

3. Continuing to share information and best practices; 

4. Encouraging all states to adopt a firm ―no concessions policy‖ when 

dealing with hostage-takers, including pirates; 

5. Encouraging states to enact domestic legislation to enable the prosecution 

of piracy as a crime in their national courts; and 

6. Focusing on Somalia’s economic development, political stability, and 

humanitarian needs. 

SUDAN 

S/Res/1870  April 30                       15(US)-0-0 

Decided to extend the mandate of United Nations Mission in Sudan 

(UNMIS) until April 30, 2010, with the intention to renew it for further 

periods as may be required;  

Requested the Secretary-General to report to the Council every three 

months on the implementation of the mandate of UNMIS, progress on 

implementation of the CPA, and respect for the ceasefire, and to provide an 

assessment and recommendations on measures UNMIS might take to further 

support elections and advance the peace process. 

Full text of the resolution can be found at:  

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm  

Background and U.S. Position:  This resolution extended the mandate 

of the UN Mission in Sudan (UNMIS) through April 30, 2010.  UNMIS plays 

a critical role in the effort to implement the Comprehensive Peace Agreement 

and maintain peace and security in Southern Sudan.  The United States’ 

affirmative vote reflects our belief in the importance of full implementation of 

the Comprehensive Peace Agreement.   

The March 2009 expulsion of 13 international aid organizations and 

closure of three Sudanese aid groups that provided assistance in Darfur and the 

Three Areas exacerbated an already dire humanitarian and security situation in 

those areas.  The United States strongly condemned the expulsions, and 

continues to press the Government of Sudan to restore effective assistance in 

these sensitive areas. 

The United States fully supports UNMIS as it continues it work to 

help implement the CPA, protecting vulnerable populations, and helping the 

people of Sudan achieve a lasting peace.  It therefore voted to extend UNMIS’ 

mandate an additional year. 
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S/Res/1881  July 30                       15(US)-0-0 

Reaffirmed its concern over the negative affect of the ongoing 

violence in Darfur on the stability of Sudan as a whole as well as the region, 

noted with concern the negative effect of ongoing tensions between the 

Governments of Sudan and Chad, reiterated that a reduction in these tensions 

and rebel activity in both countries must be addressed to achieve long-term 

peace in Darfur and in the region, and encouraged Sudan and Chad to engage 

constructively with the Dakar Contact Group and the international community, 

Expressed its strong commitment and determination to promote and 

support the political process in Darfur, and the efforts of the Chief Mediator, 

and deplored the fact that some groups continued to refuse to join the political 

process, determined that the situation in Sudan constituted a threat to 

international peace and security. 

Full text of the resolution can be found at: 

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm  

Background and U.S. Position:  This resolution extended the mandate 

of the African Union/United Nations Hybrid operation in Darfur (UNAMID) 

for 12 months through July 2010.  The United States welcomed and strongly 

supported this extension.  The resolution demonstrates the Security Council's 

sustained support for the UNAMID peacekeeping operation and its mission to 

protect the vulnerable civilians of Darfur. 

The conflict in the western region of Darfur entered its sixth year in 

2009, despite a 2006 peace agreement between the Government of National 

Unity and one faction of the Sudan Liberation Army.  Fighting among armed 

opposition groups, the Sudanese Armed Forces, and militias continued, 

displacing hundreds of thousands of civilians.  The complex emergency in 

Darfur affects more than four million people, including more than two million 

who are internally displaced. 

The United State is the leading international donor to Sudan and has 

contributed more than $5 billion in humanitarian, development, peacekeeping, 

and reconstruction assistance for the people in Sudan and eastern Chad since 

fiscal year 2004. 

S/Res/1891  October 13         15(US)-0-0 

Recalled the April 30, 2009 midterm report by the Panel of Experts 

appointed by the Secretary-General pursuant to Paragraph 3 (b) of Resolution 

1591 (2005) and extended by subsequent resolutions; took note of the Panel’s 

final report; expressed its intent to study, through the Committee, the Panel’s 

recommendations and to consider appropriate next steps; 

Expressed concern over the obstacles that had been imposed on the 

work of the Panel of Experts during the course of its last mandate, including to 
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freedom of movement, determined that the situation in Sudan continued to 

constitute a threat to international peace and security in the region. 

Full text of the resolution can be found at: 

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm  

Background and U.S. Position:  This resolution extended, through 

October 15, 2010, the mandate of the Panel of Experts that helps to monitor 

the arms embargo and targeted sanctions on those who impede peace in Sudan, 

including the still-violent western region of Darfur.  The Panel of Experts was 

established pursuant to Resolution 1591 (2005) and its mandate has been 

extended annually by subsequent resolutions. 

In passing the resolution, the Security Council sought to stress its 

continuing commitment to peace throughout Sudan, while also urging all 

governments and other interested parties to supply any information they had 

on the implementation of the arms embargo and the targeted sanctions, 

including a travel ban and asset freeze on individuals and entities listed by the 

Security Council’s Sudan Sanctions Committee. 

The United States believes targeted sanctions played an important 

role in supporting peace and stability in the region, by encouraging 

reconciliation of those committed to peace and isolating and deterring those 

who opposed it.  It remained deeply troubled by reports of continuing 

violations of the Security Council’s Sudan sanctions and supported their full 

implementation. 

TIMOR-LESTE 

S/Res/1867  February 26         15(US)-0-0 

Recalled its previous statements on the need to implement fully the 

―Arrangement on the Restoration and Maintenance of Public Security in 

Timor-Leste and Assistance to the Reform, Restructuring and Rebuilding of 

the Polícia Nacional de Timor-Leste (PNTL) and the Ministry of Interior,‖ 

concluded between the Government of Timor-Leste and the UN Mission in 

Timor-Leste (UNMIT) on 1 December 2006, and stressed the need for 

constructive engagement between UNMIT police and the PNTL with a view to 

developing the capacity and capability of the national police, 

Recognized the important role that UNMIT continued to play in 

promoting peace, stability, and development in Timor-Leste, and expressed its 

appreciation for the efforts of UNMIT and the United Nations Country Team, 

under the leadership of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General 

(SRSG). 

Full text of the resolution can be found at: 

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm  
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Background and U.S. Position:  The United States supported the 

Secretary-General’s recommendation to extend the mandate of UNMIT for 

one year at its current composition and strength, and looked to UNMIT to 

continue its central role in Timor-Leste, particularly as the National Police 

prepared to resume policing responsibility and the justice sector builds 

capacity. 

The United States believes that development and security must move 

forward together.  For lasting stability Timor-Leste will need to continue 

development efforts, particularly in rural areas, and work to lower 

unemployment rates.  Future progress in Timor-Leste requires a fully-

functioning security sector, as well as a responsive, independent justice sector. 

The United States encouraged the international community and 

UNMIT to help the Government of Timor-Leste to hold the local elections 

planned for 2009 and to work to ensure a smooth voting process. 

WESTERN SAHARA  

S/Res/1871  April 30                 15(US)-0-0 

Reaffirmed the need for full respect of the military agreements 

reached with the United Nations Mission for the Referendum in Western 

Sahara (MINURSO) with regard to the ceasefire; 

Called upon the parties to continue negotiations under the auspices of 

the Secretary-General without preconditions and in good faith, taking into 

account the efforts made since 2006 and subsequent developments, with a 

view to achieving a just, lasting and mutually acceptable political solution, 

which will provide for the self-determination of the people of Western Sahara 

in the context of arrangements consistent with the principles and purposes of 

the Charter of the United Nations, and noted the role and responsibilities of the 

parties in this respect. 

Full text of the resolution can be found at: 

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm  

Background and U.S. Position:  This resolution extended the mandate 

of the United Nations Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara 

(MINURSO) until April 30, 2010. 

Western Sahara borders Algeria, Mauritania, and Morocco.  It was 

administered by Spain until 1976.  The United Nations has been seeking a 

settlement in Western Sahara since Spain’s withdrawal from the Western 

Sahara and fighting ensued between Morocco and the Frente POLISARIO 

(Frente Popular para la Liberación de Saguia el-Hamra y de Río de Oro), 

supported by Algeria.  The Security Council decided to establish MINURSO 

in Resolution 690 (1991).  Over the years all attempts to find a mutually 

acceptable solution to hold a referendum in the Western Sahara have failed.  

However, in 2007 the POLISARIO and Morocco agreed to UN-facilitated, 
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face-to-face negotiations for the first time.  Four rounds of talks have been 

held to date without any significant progress. 

The United States fully supports Ambassador Christopher Ross, the 

Secretary-General's Personal Envoy for the Western Sahara, and his proposal 

to engage the parties in smaller, informal meetings to help prepare for a 

productive fifth round of talks. 

The United States considers MINURSO’s presence vital to finding a 

long-term solution in Western Sahara and supported renewing MINURSO’s 

mandate for 12 more months. 

THEMATIC RESOLUTIONS 

CHILDREN AND ARMED CONFLICT 

S/Res/1882  August 4         15(US)-0-0 

Strongly condemned all violations of applicable international law 

involving the recruitment and use of children by parties to armed conflict as 

well as their re-recruitment, killing and maiming, rape and other sexual 

violence, abductions, attacks against schools or hospitals and denial of 

humanitarian access by parties to armed conflict and all other violations of 

international law committed against children in situations of armed conflict; 

Reaffirmed that the monitoring and reporting mechanism will 

continue to be implemented in situations listed in the annexes to the reports of 

the Secretary-General on children and armed conflict in line with the 

principles set out in paragraph 2 of its Resolution 1612 (2005) and that its 

establishment and implementation shall not prejudge or imply a decision by 

the Security Council as to whether or not to include a situation on its agenda. 

Full text of the resolution can be found at: 

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm  

Background and U.S. Position:  Security Council Resolution 1882 is 

the seventh since 1999 along with five presidential statements which address 

the issue of children and armed conflicts.  UNSCR 1882 codifies two criteria 

(in addition to recruitment and use of child soldiers) that can trigger 

monitoring and reporting by the UN -- killing and maiming of children in 

armed conflict and rape and sexual violence against children in armed conflict.   

Though implementation of Resolution 1612 (2005) and its creation of 

the Security Council Working Group on Children and Armed Conflict has 

generated progress, children continue to be recruited as child soldiers and used 

in Sudan, Sri Lanka, the Democratic Republic of Congo, and elsewhere.  

Every day hundreds of thousands of children are involved in armed conflict -- 

unprotected, exploited, abused, and raped.  Moreover the Secretary-General’s 

report of March 26, 2009, shows that the rate of such crimes against children 

in combat zones has increased alarmingly. 
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The United States is deeply committed to the welfare of children, 

including efforts aimed at the protection children from the scourge of war.  

The Secretary-General’s report indicates that some governments and militias 

are repeat offenders -- entities that persist in recruiting and using child soldiers 

illegally and in defiance of the will of the international community.  Where 

armies and militias that depend on children to fill their ranks do not change 

their ways the Security Council has the authority to consider taking 

appropriate measures. 

The United States is determined to do its part.  U.S. support for 

international organizations including the UN High Commissioner for 

Refugees, the UN Children’s Fund and the International Committee of the Red 

Cross helps meet the needs of refugees and others whose lives have been 

uprooted by conflict, including the youngest victims of war.  The United States 

also works with partner non-governmental organizations to provide education 

and other programs to meet the needs of children and adolescents in conflict 

zones and to give them hope for a better future.  (The United States enacted 

domestic legislation in December 2008 that prohibits direct foreign assistance 

to governments that illegally recruit and use child soldiers.) 

CIVILIANS IN ARMED CONFLICT 

S/Res/1894  November 11         15(US)-0-0 

Demanded that parties to armed conflict comply strictly with the 

obligations applicable to them under international humanitarian, human rights 

and refugee law, as well as to implement all relevant decisions of the Security 

Council and in this regard, urged them to take all required measures to respect 

and protect the civilian population and meet its basic need, 

Reiterated its condemnation in the strongest terms of attacks in 

situations of armed conflict directed against civilians as such and other 

protected persons or objects as well as indiscriminate or disproportionate 

attacks and the utilization of the presence of civilians to render certain points, 

areas or military forces immune from military operations, as flagrant 

violations of international humanitarian law and demands that all parties 

immediately put an end to such practices. 

Full text of the resolution can be found at: 

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm  

Background and U.S. Position:  Resolution 1894 exhorted member 

states to do more to protect civilians in armed conflict. 

The Security Council approved it against a decade’s background of 

millions of civilians saved and helped, at a cost of hundreds of UN personnel 

killed in the effort.  Nevertheless, millions of Congolese died as a direct or 

indirect result of armed conflict, and hundreds of thousands of people were 

slaughtered in Darfur, with millions more driven from their homes.  The plight 
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of civilians in the eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo, Darfur and 

North and Southern Sudan, Somalia, and elsewhere remained precarious. 

Resolution 1894 addressed a wide range of actions intended to 

strengthen the Security Council’s ability to respond to threats on civilians, 

including: 

1. Having prompt access to accurate information on threats to civilians in 

armed conflict, and impediments to humanitarian access. 

2. Being prepared to impose sanctions on those who violate international 

humanitarian law, whether by freezing assets, banning international travel, 

or restricting the flow of goods and arms. 

3. Supporting the capacity of countries emerging from conflict to rebuild 

their infrastructure and institutions, including those dealing with 

protection and security for their citizens. 

4. Providing mission-wide strategies to protect civilians - involving military, 

police, and civilian components - and preparing, training, and equipping 

peacekeepers to employ force effectively when required, in accordance 

with their mandates. 

INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL TRIBUNAL FOR RWANDA 

S/Res/1878  July 7                                     15(US)-0-0 

Decided to review the extension of the term of office of the 

permanent judges at the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) 

who are members of the Appeals Chamber, by December 31, 2009, in light of 

ICTR’s progress in implementing the Completion Strategy. 

Full text of the resolution can be found at: 

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm  

Background and U.S. Position:  The Security Council had adopted a 

succession of resolutions concerning ICTR beginning with Resolution 955 

(1994).  It approved Resolution 1878 because ICTR would not complete all its 

work in 2010. 

Resolution 1878 extended the term of five permanent tribunal judges 

who are members of the Trial Chambers through December 2010 if necessary.  

It also:  extended the term of a permanent judge appointed to replace one who 

was to resign through December 2010 if necessary; extended the terms of 11 

ad litem tribunal judges through December 2010 if necessary; and allowed a 

specific ad litem judge to serve in the tribunal beyond the cumulative period 

provided for in the International Tribunal Statute. 

In light of the exceptional circumstances the resolution, 

notwithstanding the International Tribunal Statute, allowed two specific judges 

to work part-time and engage in another judicial occupation or occupation of 

equivalent independent status in their home countries while their terms lasted 

until completion of their assigned cases.  Furthermore the resolution permitted 
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one particular judge, on an exceptional basis, once replaced as a member of 

the tribunal, to complete in 2009 the cases which he began before his 

resignation, notwithstanding the International Tribunal Statute. 

S/Res/1901  December 16         15(US)-0-0 

Recalled Resolutions 1503 (2003) and 1534 (2004), in which the 

Security Council called on ICTR to take all possible measures to complete 

investigations by the end of 2004, to complete all trial activities at first 

instance by the end of 2008, and to complete all work in 2010; took note of the 

assessment by ICTR in its Completion Strategy Report that the Tribunal would 

not be in a position to complete all its work in 2010. 

Full text of the resolution can be found at: 

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm  

Background and U.S. Position:  In this technical resolution the 

Security Council decided to extend (by June 30, 2010) the terms of office of 

all trial judges at ICTR until December 31, 2012, or until the completion of the 

cases to which they are assigned if sooner.  The decision was based on ICTR’s 

projected trial schedule and the terms of office of all appeals judges.  The 

resolution also permitted the total number of ICTR’s judges temporarily to 

increase from nine to 12 until December 31, 2012, and allotted extra time for 

one other judge to complete an ongoing trial. 

The United States stressed that the tribunals were established to 

identify and hold accountable those responsible for some of history's worst 

crimes, and that residual mechanisms were needed to prevent outstanding 

ICTR fugitives to escape international justice, especially Felicien Kabuga. 

INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL TRIBUNAL FOR THE 

FORMER YUGOSLAVIA 

S/Res/1877  July 7                       15(US)-0-0 

Recalled its Resolutions 1503 (2003) and 1534 (2004), which called 

on the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY) to 

take all possible measures to complete investigations by the end of 2004, to 

complete all trial activities at first instance by the end of 2008, and to complete 

all work in 2010, 

Took note of the assessment by ICTY in its Completion Strategy 

Report that it would not be in a position to complete all its work in 2010, 

having considered the proposals submitted by the President of ICTY, 

expressed its determination to support the efforts made by ICTY toward the 

completion of its work at the earliest date. 

Full text of the resolution can be found at: 

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm  
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Background and U.S. Position:  In Resolutions1503 (2003) and 1534 

(2004) the Security Council called on ICTY to take ―all possible measures‖:  

to complete investigations by the end of 2004; to complete all trial activities 

by the end of 2008, and to complete all work in 2010.  Resolution 1800 (2008) 

authorized appointment of additional ad litem judges to accelerate hearing and 

adjudication of cases.  Resolution 1837 (2008) had extended the terms of 

offices of judges. 

Resolution 1877 continued the Council’s effort to support ICTY’s so-

called ―completion strategy.‖  By this resolution the Security Council extended 

the term of eight permanent tribunal judges through December 2010 if 

necessary.  Because three permanent judges had resigned the Security Council 

also extended the term of their replacements through December 2010 if 

necessary. 

In addition the Security Council extended the term of 10 ad litem 

judges through December 2010 if necessary, as well as the term of nine ad 

litem judges not then appointed to serve at ICTY, also through December 2010 

if necessary.  Furthermore the Security Council decided to permit five ad litem 

judges to serve in ICTY beyond the cumulative service period provided for by 

the ICTY statute. 

Finally the Security Council decided that the Secretary-General could 

appoint additional ad litem judges to complete existing trials or to conduct 

additional trials if the ICTY President requested it, and the Security Council 

amended the ICTY Statute to allow the ICTY President to assign additional 

permanent judges to the Appeals Chamber. 

S/Res/1900  December 16         15(US)-0-0 

Underlined its intention to extend, by  June 30, 2010, the terms of 

office of all trial judges at ICTY based on the Tribunal’s projected trial 

schedule and the terms of office of all appeals judges until December 31, 

2012, or until the completion of the cases to which they are assigned if sooner, 

and requested the President of ICTY to submit to the Security Council an 

updated trial and appeals schedule, including information on the judges whose 

extension of the terms of office or redeployment to the Appeals Chamber will 

be sought. 

Full text of the resolution can be found at: 

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm  

Background and U.S. Position:  In this technical resolution the 

Security Council said it would extend (by June 30) the terms of office of all 

trial judges at ICTY.  Based on ICTY’s projected trial schedule, it extended 

the terms of office of all appeals judges until December 31, 2012, or until the 

completion of the cases to which they were assigned, if sooner.  The resolution 

also extended the terms of two judges handling a specific case, and permitted 
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the total number of ad litem judges serving at ICTY temporarily to exceed the 

maximum number of 12. 

The United States noted the critically important work of international 

judges in the former Yugoslavia and supported the extension of their mandates 

beyond December because vital duties remained unmet, especially the need to 

arrest fugitives Ratko Mladic and Goran Hadzic and transfer them to the 

Tribunal to face justice. 

NUCLEAR NONPROLIFERATION 

S/Res/1887  September 24         15(US)-0-0 

Reaffirmed Resolution 1540 (2004) and the necessity for all states to 

implement fully the measures contained therein, and called upon all member 

states and international and regional organizations to cooperate actively with 

the Committee established pursuant to that resolution, including in the course 

of the comprehensive review as called for in Resolution 1810 (2008), 

Emphasized that a situation of noncompliance with nonproliferation 

obligations shall be brought to the attention of the Security Council, which 

will determine if that situation constitutes a threat to international peace and 

security, and emphasized the Security Council’s primary responsibility in 

addressing such threats. 

Full text of the resolution can be found at: 

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm  

Background and U.S. Position:  Resolution 1887 was unanimously 

passed at a meeting of the Security Council in which 15 heads of state and 

government affirmed their commitment to the goal of a world without nuclear 

weapons, agreed on a broad range of actions to address nuclear proliferation 

and disarmament and the threat of nuclear terrorism, and established a broad 

framework for ensuring nuclear safety and security.  Resolution 1887 

expressed the Security Council’s grave concern about the threat of nuclear 

proliferation and the need for international action to prevent it. 

The resolution was intended to strengthen the global nonproliferation 

regime.  It affirmed the essential right to peaceful uses of nuclear energy and 

promoted efforts to advance international peace and security.  Specifically, the 

resolution highlighted deterrents for withdrawal from the Nuclear Non-

Proliferation Treaty, called for adherence to a strengthened safeguards regime 

under the auspices of the International Atomic Energy Agency, and endorsed 

important norms to reduce the likelihood that a peaceful nuclear program 

could be diverted to a weapons program. 

Though not naming the regimes of Iran and North Korea, the 

resolution expressed particular concern with ―current major challenges to the 

nonproliferation regime that the Security Council has acted upon,‖ and 

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm
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demanded that the parties concerned ―comply fully with their obligations 

under the relevant Security Council resolutions.‖ 

WOMEN, PEACE, AND SECURITY 

S/Res/1888  September 30                      15(US)-0-0 

Reaffirmed that sexual violence, when used or commissioned as a 

tactic of war in order to target civilians deliberately, or as a part of a 

widespread or systematic attack against civilian populations, can significantly 

exacerbate situations of armed conflict and may impede the restoration of 

international peace and security; affirmed that effective steps to prevent and 

respond to such acts of sexual violence can contribute significantly to the 

maintenance of international peace and security; and expressed its readiness, 

when considering situations on the agenda of the Security Council, to take, 

where necessary, appropriate steps to address widespread or systematic sexual 

violence in situations of armed conflict; 

Reiterated its demand for the complete cessation by all parties to 

armed conflict of all acts of sexual violence with immediate effect. 

Full text of the resolution can be found at: 

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm  

Background and U.S. Position:  This resolution enacted measures to 

strengthen and better implement Resolution 1820 (2008), which established a 

clear link between maintaining international peace and security and preventing 

and responding to sexual violence used as a tactic of war.  Resolution 1888 

requested the Secretary-General to appoint a Special Representative to lead, 

coordinate, and advocate for efforts to end sexual violence in armed conflict. 

It also called upon the Secretary-General to deploy a team of experts 

rapidly to situations of particular concern in terms of sexual violence  to work 

with UN personnel on the ground and national governments on strengthening 

the rule of law.  The Security Council decided to include provisions for the 

protection of women and children from rape and other sexual violence in the 

mandates of UN peacekeeping operations, and agreed that it would consider 

the prevalence of rape and other forms of sexual violence when imposing or 

renewing targeted sanctions in situations of armed conflict. 

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, presiding over the Security 

Council for the meeting, said Resolution 1888 was a significant step forward.  

She emphasized that rape ―shreds the fabric that weaves us together as human 

beings.‖  She urged the Security Council to pursue the fight against sexual 

crimes even beyond the measures called for in the resolution, saying that 

sexual violence in conflict areas could not be separated from the broader 

security issues on the Security Council’s agenda. 
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S/Res/1889  October 5         15(US)-0-0 

Noted that despite progress, obstacles to strengthening women’s 

participation in conflict prevention, conflict resolution, and peacebuilding 

remain; expressed concern that women’s capacity to engage in public decision 

making and economic recovery often does not receive adequate recognition or 

financing in post-conflict situations; and underlined that funding for women’s 

early recovery needs is vital to increase women’s empowerment, which can 

contribute to effective post-conflict peacebuilding; 

Noted that women in situations of armed conflict and in post-conflict 

situations often continue to be considered as victims and not as actors in 

addressing and resolving situations of armed conflict, and stressed the need to 

focus not only on protection of women but also on their empowerment in 

peacebuilding; 

Recognized that an understanding of the impact of situations of 

armed conflict on women and girls, including as refugees and internally 

displaced persons, adequate and rapid response to their particular needs, and 

effective institutional arrangements to guarantee their protection and full 

participation in the peace process, particularly at early stages of post-conflict 

peacebuilding, can contribute significantly to the maintenance and promotion 

of international peace and security. 

Full text of the resolution can be found at: 

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm  

Background and U.S. Position:  With this resolution the Security 

Council took up and elaborated on issues noted in Resolution 1325 (2000).  

Resolution 1889 also followed closely on Resolution 1888’s related subject 

matter of women and girls in conflict situations. 

The United States believes that this continued focus on women, 

peace, and security is critical, and that member states must renew their 

commitment to Resolution 1325 and intensify their efforts to implement its 

provisions.  The United States strongly supported the Secretary-General’s 

proposals for action which were included in Resolution 1889. 

If sustainable peace is to be achieved in any post-conflict situation, a 

peace agreement must take into account the concerns of those most harmed by 

conflict.  Member states should ensure that women participate in decision 

making.  And the international community should pursue a strategy to ensure 

women’s participation in all peace processes, including by providing 

appropriate training and capacity building programs. 

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm

